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Queen, who approved and offered to write to the Emperor
of Russia. England and Russia acted simultaneously at
Berlin, and Bismarck beat a retreat. England's return into
European politics had been triumphant, and the Queen was
in ecstasies. How strong she felt, Disraeli being Consul!

All of a sudden she demanded the title of Empress of
India. There had been some question of this in 185-8, at the
time when India, after the Mutiny, had been brought under
the Crown, and Disraeli had supported it in principle. But
in 187^ the moment was unfavourable. Disraeli knew that
this rather un-English idea would be attributed to the Prime
Minister's taste for Oriental tinsel. He made endless
attempts to obtain a few years of patience from Her*
Majesty. But in vain. She was obstinate, and a Bill had to
be brought forward.

The public outcry was great. The English do not like
changes. The Queen had always been the Queen: why
should she not continue so? "The title of Emperor," said the
puritans, "evokes the images of conquest, of persecution,
and even of debauchery." Pamphlets were published:
"How Little Ben, the innkeeper, changed the Sign of the
Queen's Inn to the Empress Hotel Limited and what was the
Result," or "Dizzi-ben-Dizzi, the Orphan of Bagdad." The
embassies found it a comical story. "It is the freak of an
artist and a king-maker in Dizzy," wrote the French charge
d'affaires. "In the Queen, the freak of an upstart; she
imagines that her standing will be raised and that her chil-
dren will find a better place for themselves in life with this
Imperial title. It is my impression that it is a grave mistake
thus to raise the veil which ought to cover the origins of
Crowns; these things ought not to be played with. One is
born emperor and king, but it is very dangerous to become
one.5*

Dizzy was to reassure everybody.   As regards the evil